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Ribbon Cutting:
Tora Dento Martial Arts
In November, Tora Dento Martial Arts 
opened its new dojo at 629 Meacham 
Road, offering a variety of martial arts 
classes for all ages. Programs include pre-
karate for kids ages 4–6, karate, Kobudo 
for ages 13 and up, and Krav Maga for 
adults 18+.
The studio’s owner holds black belts 
in karate, Kobudo, and Iaido. The 
name “Tora Dento” reflects the studio’s 
philosophy: “Tora” (tiger) symbolizes 
strength, courage, discipline, and ferocity, 
while “Dento” represents the passing of knowledge, traditions, and values from one generation 

to the next. Together, the name 
honors Sensei Gichin Funakoshi’s 
1922 symbol of the tiger, embodying 
the spirit and dedication of martial 
arts. 

February 2026

Acquisition Signing Ceremony: Chicago Offset 
On November 21, Chicago Offset marked a major milestone with a signing 
ceremony formalizing its acquisition by Tara USA, establishing the company’s 
first U.S. subsidiary. Our Village’s Business Development team was pleased to take 
part in the event and congratulate this 
long-time Elk Grove business on its 
accomplishment. 
The transition is expected to support 
expanded printing capabilities and 
strengthen production for the North 
American market, reflecting continued 
business activity and investment in Elk 
Grove Village. 
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Chicago Northwest 
Restaurant Week
Chicago Northwest Restaurant Week returns February 27–
March 8, 2026, inviting you to eat, drink, and support local.  
Enjoy specially curated menus and great prices while exploring 
the diverse flavors of Elk Grove Village restaurants.  It’s the 
perfect time to discover a new favorite or revisit a local go-to. 
For more information and to view a list of participating 
restaurants, go to eatchicagonw.com. 

Upcoming GOA Events
Multi-Chamber Progressive Networking Breakfast
Friday, February 13, 7:45 a.m. - 9:15 a.m.
Bloomingdale Golf Club - 181 Glen Ellyn Road
Bloomingdale, IL 60108
Designed to maximize introductions and conversation, this 
dynamic format allows attendees to rotate tables throughout 
the event, ensuring you meet a wide variety of professionals 
from multiple chambers — all before the workday begins! 
Register on the GOA’s website by February 6.

Business After Hours
Thursday, February 26, 4 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Elegante Cuisine Inc. - 2616 South Clearbrook Drive
Arlington Heights, IL 60005
Join the GOA for some relaxed networking with fellow 
members and guests. Make new connections while enjoying 
complimentary food & drinks.

For more information about these events, 
please visit the GOA’s website at thegoa.com.

GOA Holiday Luncheon
On December 5, Village officials attended the GOA Holiday & Volunteer Recognition Luncheon at Belvedere Banquets. Attendees 
enjoyed a plated lunch, holiday trivia, and live entertainment by the Harper College Jazz Band, highlighting regional community 
spirit.
The annual event celebrated chamber members and volunteers and supported Toys for Tots through toy donations. The GOA 
Regional Business Association, representing the Elk Grove Village, Itasca, and Wood Dale chambers, recognized members and 
volunteers for their continued dedication. 

Grand Opening: 			 
Thermal Process Holdings
In December, Village staff attended the grand opening of 
Thermal Process Holdings, located at 50 Joey Drive. 
Thermal processing is the application of extreme heat and 
cooling to increase the metal’s strength, hardness, and 
internal structure. You can see their service applied in gears, 
construction steel, and aerospace components, for example. 

We are excited 
to welcome 
Thermal Process 
Holdings to Elk 
Grove Village, 
joining their 
existing locations 
in Rockford, IL, 
Franklin, WI, and 
Elkhorn, WI.

www.elkgrove.org
http://www.eatchicagonw.com
http://www.thegoa.com
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Elk Grove Village Launches Year-Long 
70th Anniversary Celebration
As the nation marks its 250th birthday this year, Elk Grove Village has its own reasons to 
celebrate. On July 17, Elk Grove Village will celebrate its 70th anniversary and will be doing 
so not just on one day, but throughout the year with a host of special events, public service 
initiatives, concerts, and community challenges.
“Over the last 70 years, our community has risen from cornfields and 
farms to become a place where parents can raise their children in a safe 
community with great schools. We’re also a place where entrepreneurs, 
manufacturers, and our entire workforce, can work hard to earn an 
honest living,” said Mayor Johnson. “This is worth celebrating, so in 
2026 we’ll be rolling out many special initiatives to highlight all that is 
great about Elk Grove Village, past, present and future.”
Highlights of the 70th anniversary celebration include a special birthday concert on July 
17, added to the annual Mid-Summer Classics Concert Series, featuring Foreigner and an 
extraordinary fireworks display, as well as a summer-long community scavenger hunt with a 
special grand prize.
The Village will also hold community-based events designed to give residents an opportunity 
to help one another. There will be a “1956 Food Drive Challenge,” an invitation to residents 
to donate food items to the Elk Grove Food Pantry with the goal of gathering 1,956 items, 
a nod to the year that the Village was incorporated. Additionally, the Village in partnership 
with community organizations will co-host four “Roll Up Your Sleeves and Save a Life” blood 
drives, with the goal of making this the most successful year for donations.

On this year’s historic July 4, the Village will honor the nation’s 250th anniversary with the re-
dedication of the Elk Grove Cemetery, recently restored and modernized thanks to a private 
fundraising effort driven by Mayor Johnson. The cemetery serves as the final resting place to 
the only two American Revolutionary War veterans buried in all of Cook County.
The day’s celebrations will continue into the evening with the kickoff of the annual Mid-
Summer Classics Concert Series, featuring a special free performance by country music star 
Jake Owen, followed by a spectacular fireworks display.
For more information about all the events, visit the Village’s website at elkgrove.org/70.  

“We want to celebrate our rich history, but we also want to give back.  
This community is full of good people who look out for one another 

in so many ways.  We want to provide opportunities for everyone 
to celebrate the best thing about Elk Grove Village – its people”                                            

- Mayor Craig Johnson

Public Works installed commemorative 
banners at major intersections.

http://www.elkgrove.org/70
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Message from the Board
Community Blood Drive
Thank you to those who participated 
in our 2025 Blood Drives! Together we 
saved 342 lives.
This year, as we celebrate our 70th 
anniversary, we’re excited to launch our 
“Roll Up Your Sleeves and Save a Life” 
campaign and invite our community 
partners to join us.  Our next blood 
drive will take place on Saturday, 
February 7 from 8 a.m. – 1 p.m. at 
Village Hall. 
Need more reasons to give? Donate 
blood and receive:
• Special 70th Anniversary Blood Drive 
Exclusive - Elk Grove themed dress 
socks
• $15 e-gift card*
• Entry into a $500 e-gift card raffle *
*Incentives are provided by Vitalant. 
For questions, visit vitalant.org/
PromoDetails or contact Vitalant at 
rewards@vitalant.org or 877-258-4825.
Walk-ins are accepted, but 
appointments are highly recommended. 
Please schedule an appointment by 
going to vitalant.org and using code 
ORD0GR98 or calling 877-258-4825
For more information, please visit 
elkgrove.org/blooddrive.

This newsletter is published by  
the Village of Elk Grove Village
901 Wellington Avenue
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
Telephone 847-357-4000
TDD 847-357-4088
www.elkgrove.org

Village Hall is open 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday for payment of 
water bills, local fines and general Village 
information.

Village Board meetings are generally held 
on the second and fourth Tuesday of the 
month at 7 p.m.

Celebrating 70 Years of Elk Grove: An Overview
Happy 70th Anniversary Elk Grove Village!  We have 70 
years of wonderful history to celebrate, and for this year’s 
issues of the Villager, we will explore the history of Elk 
Grove Village. 
We start at the beginning with how our community got 
its name. The woods near the area that would become Elk 
Grove Village was a popular hunting spot with elk that 
roamed about.  This forested area is designated on a map 
of Elk Grove Township by the word “timber”.  This map to 
the right represents the land as it was in 1837-1838. 
As we explore the history of our community, we will share 
photos that illustrate our history and the present day. 
Photos from the past are provided by the Elk Grove Park District’s Farmhouse Museum. 
A special thank you to Jonathan Sebastian and Jack Murphy for their assistance! 
Please join us each month as we highlight the growth and development of Elk Grove 
Village! Our first installment is on the next page, detailing the early history of the area.  

Coffee with the Board
Our next Coffee with the Board will 
take place on Saturday, February 7 
from 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. at 75 Turner 
Avenue. 
This event provides an opportunity 
for residents to meet with Board 
members in a relaxed atmosphere 
and discuss any topics or questions.

Contact Us Any Time!
Residents are always invited to share 
thoughts, concerns, or questions by 
clicking “Contact Us” on the Village 
website (www.elkgrove.org).

Pictured in the back row from left to right are 
Trustee Stephen Schmidt, Trustee Joseph Bush, 
Trustee Keith Lasken, and Trustee Jeffrey Franke. 
Pictured in the front row from left to right are 
Trustee Tammy Miller, Mayor Craig Johnson, and 
Trustee Kathy Jarosch.

Pictured is the first Village President 
(Mayor) of Elk Grove, Charles “Chic” 
Hodlmair riding in the car with his sons 
to celebrate the opening of the Illinois 
Northwest Tollway in 1958. 

In the present day, Mayor Craig Johnson 
was photographed in the newly wrapped 
Makers Wanted No. 56 Racecar, honoring 
the Village’s incorporation in 1956.

www.elkgrove.org
http://vitalant.org/PromoDetails
http://vitalant.org/PromoDetails
mailto:elkgrove.org/blooddrive?subject=
http://www.vitalant.org
http://www.elkgrove.org/blooddrive
www.elkgrove.org
www.elkgrove.org
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Avoid Frozen Pipes This Winter
When temperatures dip below freezing, your plumbing pipes can be at risk to 
potentially freeze or burst. A few simple steps can protect your home:
• Insulate water pipes in basements, crawl spaces, garages, and other unheated 
areas. Pipe insulation is inexpensive and easy to install.
• When the weather outside is consistently below freezing, open cabinet doors and 
closet doors where there are pipes. This allows the heat in your home to get to the 
pipes and reduces the risk of freezing. 
• Let faucets drip slightly during extreme cold. A slow trickle of cold water helps 
keep water moving and reduces the chance of freezing.
• Know the locations of the “shut-off ” valves in your home. Many fixtures 
including toilets, sinks, and hot water heaters have an individual shut-off valve. 
• If a pipe freezes, use a hair dryer to help thaw the pipe. Do not use torches or 
heat guns in any circumstance.

Scam Spotlight: Romance Scam

Groot observes the  
following annual holidays: 

  New Years Day - Thu. 1/1/26 
  Memorial Day - Mon. 5/25/26 
  Labor Day -  Mon. 9/7/26

  Thanksgiving - Thu. 11/26/26

  Christmas Day - Fri. 12/25/26 
 
If these holidays fall on a weekday 
on or before your scheduled 
collection, service will be delayed 
by one day for the remainder of 
the holiday week. If the holiday 
falls on a Sunday, it will be  
observed on Monday. 

Red Flag Indicators of Romance Scams
You may be the target of a romance 
scammer if the person:
• Quickly professes their love to you but 
can’t meet you in person. They claim 
to live, work, or travel abroad, such as 
working on an oil rig, in the military, or 
for with an international organization.
• Asks you for money. Once they gain 
your trust, they’ll ask for your help to 
cover medical expenses, travel costs to 
visit you, pay for their visa, or assist them 
in paying fees to get out of trouble. 
• Tells you how to pay. Scammers want to 
get your money quickly and in a way that 
makes it difficult for you to recover, often 
through methods such as wire transfers, 
gift cards, or cryptocurrency. 

Protect Yourself from Romance Scams
Here’s the bottom line: Never send money 
to anyone you haven’t met in person. 	
If you suspect a romance scam:
• Stop communicating with the person 
immediately.
• Talk to someone you trust. Do your 
friends or family say they’re concerned 
about your new love interest?
• Research their job/story. Search online 
for the type of job the person has, plus 
the word “scammer.” Have others posted 
similar stories? For example, search for 
“oil rig scammer” or “US Army scammer.”
• Do a reverse image search of the person’s 
profile picture. Is it associated with 
another name or with details that don’t 
match up? Those are signs of a scam.

How to Report a Romance Scam 
• If you paid a romance scammer with 
a gift card, wire transfer, credit or debit 
card, or cryptocurrency, contact the 
company or your bank right away. Inform 
them that you paid a scammer and 
request a refund for your money.
• If you think it’s a scam, report it to the 
FTC at ReportFraud.ftc.gov. Notify the 
social networking site or app where you 
met the scammer, too.

Millions of people turn to online dating apps and social networking sites to meet potential partners. However, instead of finding 
love, many encounter scammers who attempt to deceive them into sending money. These romance scammers establish relationships 
to build trust and then craft lies to steal their victims’ money.

www.elkgrove.org
http://www.ReportFraud.ftc.gov



