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You’re Invited: Business Appreciation Breakfast 
on September 23
Elk Grove Village businesses are invited to a special 
Business Appreciation Breakfast celebrating the Village’s 
70th Anniversary and recognizing the companies, 
entrepreneurs, and business leaders that help make Elk 
Grove one of the nation’s premier business communities.
The event will feature breakfast, networking, and a 
special Q&A with Chicago Cubs Executive Chairman 
Tom Ricketts, led by Mayor Craig Johnson.
The Business Appreciation Breakfast will take place on 
Wednesday, September 23 at Belvedere Banquets 
(1170 W Devon Ave). Elk Grove businesses are 
encouraged to attend this memorable morning of 
appreciation, connection, and celebration. 

Ticket Pricing:
$19.56 per person (through 9/16)
$35 per person (9/17 to 9/22)
$50 per person (on day of event)
To purchase tickets, visit:
ElkGroveBusiness.org/70th

http://www.ElkGroveBusiness.org/70th
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Business Ambassador Visit: Highland Vans 
On May 7, Village officials visited Highland Vans, located at 872 Cambridge Drive, as 
part of the Business Ambassador program. During the visit, the Business Ambassador 
Team met with brothers Szymon and Karol to discuss the company’s growth and tour 
its Elk Grove Village facility.
Founded by three brothers, Highland Vans began by building its first custom camper 
van in a backyard before moving into a 1,000-square-foot facility that the company 
outgrew within one summer. Today, Highland Vans operates from a 5,000-square-foot 
facility, where the team transforms vans into luxury mobile living spaces designed for 
travel, adventure, and full-time living.
The company’s custom builds include features such as solar power, Starlink internet, 
kitchens, bathrooms, heating and cooling systems, and off-grid power capabilities. 
The visit gave officials an opportunity to learn more about Highland Vans’ hands-on 
craftsmanship, entrepreneurial growth, and continued investment in Elk Grove. 

“We don’t just build luxury camper vans; we build the freedom to 
explore. Growing from a backyard project to our current home in Elk 

Grove Village has been an amazing ride. For us, the ultimate reward is 
handing over the keys and knowing our off-grid creations will keep our 
customers comfortable and connected wherever the road takes them.” 

– Szymon Gluc, Principal Design Director

Elk Grove Village Business Park ranked among the top ten 
industrial parks in North America
Business Facilities Magazine, a leading business location publication, has ranked the Elk Grove Village Business Park among the top 
ten industrial parks in North America five years in a row. This year, the Elk Grove Village Business Park was ranked #3! 
Business Facilities Magazine is the primary publication serving the industrial and manufacturing site selection marketplace. In 
formulating its industrial park rankings this year, Business Facilities Magazine “focused on intermodal and utility capabilities, 
manufacturing activity, and available land/space.” The magazine also focused on the economic impact of the industrial park, based 
on the area in which it operates.
The recognition reinforces Elk Grove Village’s continued leadership as a premier destination for manufacturers, high-tech, and 
advanced industrial users. Over the last five years, the Village has invested $29 million in the Business Park, with the bulk of 

“We strive every day to strengthen and nurture the Business Park because 
we recognize the vital role it plays in our local and regional economy.”         

– Mayor Craig Johnson

that investment going towards 
infrastructure and public works 
improvements to provide an 
environment where manufacturers 
and businesses can operate 
efficiently.
The Elk Grove Village Business 
Park is the nation’s largest 
industrial park, with over 66 
million square feet of inventory, 
5,600 businesses, and over 400 
manufacturers.

www.elkgrove.org
www.elkgrove.org
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Ribbon Cutting: Professional Paintless Dent Removal
On June 12, Village officials celebrated a ribbon cutting for Professional Paintless Dent Removal, located at 837 Oakton Street, 
Unit G in Elk Grove.
Representatives Jaime Rodriguez and Pily Leon Munoz welcomed guests to the automotive repair shop, which specializes in 
restoring vehicles through paintless dent repair. The process allows technicians to remove dents and dings without body filler, 
sanding, or repainting, helping preserve the vehicle’s original factory finish.
The business also provides hail damage repair and window tinting services for customers throughout Elk Grove Village and the 
surrounding northwest suburbs. With its focus on clear communication, efficient service, and careful repair work, Professional 
Paintless Dent Removal brings a specialized automotive service to the Village’s business community. 

Broetje Automation Celebrates 20 Years in North America
Broetje Automation recently celebrated 20 years in North America from 
its headquarters at 150 Innovation Drive in Elk Grove Village. A German 
automation company specializing in systems for the aerospace industry, 
Broetje was one of the first tenants in the Elk Grove Technology Park 
and continues to call Elk Grove Village home for its North American 
headquarters.
To mark the milestone, Broetje invited employees, families, customers, 
partners, friends, and Village representatives to join in the celebration. The 
event offered an opportunity to reflect on the company’s journey, share 
its story, and recognize the relationships that have helped make the past 
two decades possible. CEO Lutz Neugebauer highlighted the company’s 
global impact, noting that Broetje’s technology has touched virtually every 
aircraft in the sky. Today, the company operates in 23 locations across seven 
countries. 

Mayor Johnson & Chicago Offset Visit
On July 21, Mayor Johnson formally welcomed Kang Ho Yeon, Chief Executive Officer of 
Tara Group, who traveled from Seoul, Korea, accompanied by Daniel Kim, President of 
Chicago Offset in Elk Grove Village. Tara Group acquired Chicago Offset last fall. Mr. Kang 
shared Tara Group’s commitment to continued growth in the U.S. market, highlighting 
the company’s extensive client base nationwide. He emphasized that collaborating with 
a Chicago-based printer has enabled Tara Group to fulfill orders more efficiently and 
promptly.
This marks Tara Group’s inaugural location in the United States, which has already proven 
advantageous by facilitating new hires and supporting business expansion for Chicago 
Offset.
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Upcoming GOA Events
Annual Golf Classic
Thursday, September 17, 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Fox Run Golf Links - 333 Plum Grove Road
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
Grab your clubs and join the GOA for a fun filled day of golf, 
contests, games, and raffle prizes. 
Sign up as a foursome and entertain clients and friends..

Chamber Net - Networking Breakfast
Wednesday, September 23, 7:30 a.m. - 9 a.m.
Garden Terrace Room - 1000 Wellington Avenue
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
Networking activity can vary month to month but everyone 
will have 15 seconds to stand up and introduce themselves 
and their business to the room full of members and guests.

Business After Hours
Thursday, September 24, 4 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Westin Chicago Northwest - 400 Park Boulevard
Itasca, IL 60143
Join the GOA for some relaxed networking with fellow 
members and guests. Make new connections while enjoying 
complimentary food & drinks.

Annual Business-to-Business Expo
Thursday, October 8, 3 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Elk Grove Park District - 1000 Wellington Avenue
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
Exhibitors receive a 6’ skirted table, 2 chairs, and a company 
name sign, plus valuable exposure in the event program and 
on the GOA website Business Expo page.

For more information about these events, please visit the GOA’s website at thegoa.com.

Construction Milestone: Elk Grove Ice Arena
On May 21, Village officials joined Nicholas & Associates for a topping off ceremony celebrating a major construction milestone at 
the new Elk Grove Ice Arena, located at 610 Meacham Road. The Ice Arena is anticipated to open in the early fall of this year.
As part of the ceremony, attendees signed a structural pillar on the second floor overlooking the future twin ice rinks, marking the 
progress underway on the new facility. Guests also toured the arena to see the construction progress firsthand.
Nicholas & Associates CEO Nick Papanicholas Jr. reflected on the continued growth and evolution of Elk Grove Village and the 
partnership helping bring the project to life. Mayor Johnson also shared remarks highlighting the community impact of the new 
arena and the excitement surrounding this important investment in Elk Grove Village. 

www.elkgrove.org
http://www.thegoa.com
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Fall Leaf Collection Begins 
Monday, September 28
During the months of October and 
November, the Public Works Department 
offers residents convenient disposal of their 
fall leaves on a weekly basis. Leaf collection 
will begin on Monday, September 28 and 
conclude on Wednesday, November 25.  
Elk Grove Village is divided into nine (9) 
collection sections and each section receives 
nine (9) leaf collection dates. The scheduled 
collection dates and a map depicting the 
section numbers are shown on page 7. 
Please note that during the week of 
Thanksgiving, the sections regularly 
scheduled for Thursday and Friday will be 
shifted to the first part of the week. 
Important Program Rules:
• Leaves should be raked into the street after 
3 p.m. the day before collection and before 
7 a.m. the day of collection.
• Only rake leaves into the street. Grass, 
branches, and other yard waste are 
NOT permitted and will damage Village 
equipment.
• Place leaves in a continuous row on the 
pavement approximately 2 feet from the 
curb.

• Do not place leaves on state or county 
roadways, nor on the following Village 
streets: Tonne Road, Oakton Street, Elk 
Grove Boulevard, Rev. Morrison Boulevard, 
J.F. Kennedy Boulevard, Biesterfield Road, 
and Wise Road. Residents along these streets 
are asked to place leaves in the parkway.
• In the event of rain, you should still place 
your leaves in the street. Leaves will be 
collected as soon as possible.
• In the event of snow, leaf pickup will be 
rescheduled for another day. Additionally, 
any leaves that are placed on the street and 
not picked up by the initial collection will 
eventually be collected by crews at a later 
date.
• Street parking is prohibited from 7 a.m. 
on the day of collection until leaves are 
removed.
If you have questions about the program, 
please call Public Works at 847- 734-8800 
Monday through Friday between the 
hours of 7:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. For more 
information, visit elkgrove.org/leaves.  

continued on page 7

Mayor Johnson Shares Updates on Data Centers
At last month’s Village Board Meeting, a few residents asked questions about data centers and the WGN property 
along Rohlwing Road.
The WGN property is the site of a potential data center development, which the Village annexed after partnering 
with neighboring residents to prevent a more intensive, truck-heavy industrial use from being developed outside 
of Village control.
At the Board Meeting, Mayor Johnson provided background on how the Village approached this development to 
minimize impact to adjacent homes, as well as the Village’s hopes for the site.
You can listen to Mayor Johnson’s in-depth explanation online at qrco.de/egv811 or by scanning the QR code.

http://www.elkgrove.org/leaves
http://www.qrco.de/egv811
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Message from the Board
Scavenger Hunt Winners
Thank you for participating in the 
Village’s 70th Anniversary Scavenger 
Hunt! 
The raffle drawing for the grand 
prize, the Elk Grove Village Clock 
Tower Building Block set, took place 
at the August 11, 2026 Village Board 
Meeting.
30 eligible entries out of over 300 were 
drawn at random and the winners 
are listed below, alphabetically by last 
name. The winners will also receive 
a letter in the mail to the address 
provided in their submission with 
instructions on how to claim their 
prize. 

This newsletter is published by  
the Village of Elk Grove Village
901 Wellington Avenue
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
Telephone 847-357-4000
TDD 847-357-4088
www.elkgrove.org

Village Hall is open 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday for payment of 
water bills, local fines and general Village 
information. 

Village Board meetings are held on 
Tuesday at 7 p.m. For the full schedule, 
visit www.elkgrove.org.

Please Do Not Park Across Sidewalks
A friendly reminder to residents to avoid 
parking across sidewalks when parking cars in 
your driveway when possible. 
When a vehicle blocks the sidewalk, it forces 
pedestrians to step into the street, putting them 
at risk. For those using wheelchairs or walkers, 
it may create an impassable barrier.
Being mindful of sidewalk access is a simple 
but important way to show consideration for 
your neighbors and community. We thank you 
for your cooperation!

Contact Us Any Time!
Residents are always invited to share thoughts, 
concerns, or questions by clicking “Contact Us” 
on the Village website (www.elkgrove.org).  

If you missed out on participating 
in the scavenger hunt, no need to 
worry – the scavenger hunt will 
remain available until November 
1, 2026. While there is no longer a 
grand prize, anyone can stop by the 
Finance Counter at Village Hall to 
obtain a one-page scavenger hunt 
sheet, which contains the clues 
needed to complete the activity. Find 
all 20 clues and return to the Finance 
Counter to receive a small prize! 
For more information, visit 	
elkgrove.org/70.
Community Blood Drive
A huge thank you to all who 
generously participated in the 
Community Blood Drive on Saturday, 
August 1. 
With your donations, we were able to 
collect 63 pints of blood, saving up to 
189 lives. Our grand total for the year 
so far is 178 pints and 534 lives saved! 
Thank you to Elk Grove Public 
Library, Mothers’ Milk Bank, Village 
Point Church & the VFW Post 9284 
for supporting our blood drive this 
quarter!

Pictured in the back row from left to right are 
Trustee Stephen Schmidt, Trustee Joseph Bush, 
Trustee Keith Lasken, and Trustee Jeffrey Franke. 
Pictured in the front row from left to right are 
Trustee Tammy Miller, Mayor Craig Johnson, and 
Trustee Kathy Jarosch.

• A. Abado
• O. Allen
• V. Bidwell
• M. Broeker
• G. Bytnar
• D. Cholenahalli
• M. Falco
• K. Finke
• M. Gatziolis
• B. Gordon
• L. Kramer
• D. Kwiatkowski 
• D. Longo
• J. Markstrom
• E. Merino

• S. Nalywajko
• L. Nedza
• H. Nyc
• A. Remian
• M. Sharp
• K. Sobieski
• D. Stapleton
• R. Strugglel
• S. Szarzynski
• M. Tanaka
• K. Theis
• S. Tobel
• A. Tripoli 
• C. Walters
• M. Youhn

www.elkgrove.org
www.elkgrove.org
http://www.elkgrove.org
www.elkgrove.org
http://www.elkgrove.org/70
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Fall Leaf Collection Begins Monday, September 28
(continued from page 5)
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Elk Grove Village Named 2025 Tree City USA
Elk Grove Village has been named a 2025 Tree City USA community by the Arbor Day Foundation. The Tree City USA program 
recognizes excellence in urban forestry management and environmental improvement. A city only achieves this designation if 
they have a tree board or department, establishes a community tree ordinance, spends at least $2 per capita on urban forestry, and 
celebrates Arbor Day. The Village has continually gone above and beyond by not only meeting these criteria, but by offering tree 
evaluations, planting trees, and providing outstanding care. Since 2017, Elk Grove Village has planted approximately 4,545 trees 
throughout the community in total, and currently plants around 500 trees per year. 
This is the 41st consecutive year that Elk Grove Village has received the Tree City USA designation. Over the years, the Village has 
continually demonstrated an exceptional commitment to maintaining a robust urban forest, which has contributed to environmental 
health as well as the aesthetic pride of the community.

Section 
Number

Fall Leaf Collection Days
Excluding the Week of 
Thanksgiving

Thanksgiving Week Leaf 
Collection Schedule
Week of November 23 Only

Section 1 Thursday Wednesday
Section 2 Tuesday Tuesday
Section 3 Wednesday Wednesday
Section 4 Monday Monday
Section 5 Monday Monday
Section 6 Friday Tuesday
Section 7 Tuesday Tuesday
Section 8 Thursday Monday
Section 9 Wednesday Wednesday
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The Village’s 70th Anniversary celebration will continue at Oktoberfest! To 
commemorate our 70th Anniversary, we’re offering a limited edition Oktoberfest pin.
•	 $5 per pin
•	 Available while supplies last
•	 Available only at Oktoberfest
Whether you’re a longtime Oktoberfest attendee or celebrating with us for the first 
time, this collectible pin is a great way to remember this milestone year. Be sure to 
stop by and pick yours up before they’re gone!

Limited Edition Oktoberfest Pins

The Village appreciates our resident’s efforts to maintain their property and recognizes that disposing of tree debris from summer 
cleanup may be difficult. Therefore, the Public Works Department has a Large Branch Collection Program to assist residents. 
Important Large Branch Collection Program Rules:
 • Large branches 3 ½ to 8 inches in diameter from all trees and bushes, except evergreens are eligible for pick-up (not bundled with 
twine).
• Residents MUST contact Public Works at 847-734-8800 Monday through Friday between the hours of 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. to get 
your address listed for pickup. Calls must be received no later than 4 p.m. on Friday, September 18. 
• Branches must be stacked in the parkway with cut ends pointing towards the curb. 
• Branches should be placed in the parkway no sooner than the weekend before the designated pickup week.
The following items are NOT part of the collection program: logs, lumber, paneling, bushes, stumps, and evergreens as these items 
damage Village equipment. Please contact Groot at 847-734-6400 for pickup guidelines regarding these items. 
Homeowners are reminded that the Groot Yard Waste Program includes the removal of bagged yard waste April 1 through 
December 15. Branches must be bundled with biodegradable twine or string. Branches up to 3 ½ inches in diameter and no more 
than 4 feet in length or over 50 pounds in weight will be picked up by Groot FREE of charge. Please note that using yard waste bags 
require the purchase of a yard waste sticker.

Fall Large Branch Collection - Monday, September 21
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Have you ever wondered what it’s like being a police officer? If so, the registration for the 2026 Citizen’s Police Academy is now open 
through September 25, 2026. This 8-week program is free and open to anyone over 18 who lives or works in Elk Grove Village. 
Join us and get an inside look at law enforcement right here in Elk Grove Village!
Topics covered include: Tour of the station, K9 Unit, Patrol Operations, Criminal 
Investigations, Juvenile Law, Traffic Laws/Crash Investigations, Crime Scene and 
Evidence Collection, Tour of Police/Fire Dispatch Center, Use of Force/Interactive 
Firearms Training Simulator, and opportunity for citizen ride-along.
Dates: September 30, 2026 - November 18, 2026
When: Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Where: Elk Grove Village Police Department (901 Wellington Ave.)
Space is limited! Don’t miss this opportunity to engage with your local law enforcement. 
For more information on the Citizen’s Police Academy, please contact the Crime 
Prevention Unit at CrimePrevention@elkgrove.org or call 847-357-4151. To apply, visit 
elkgrove.org/academies.

Calling All Citizen’s Police Academy Recruits!

mailto:CrimePrevention%40elkgrove.org?subject=
http://www.elkgrove.org/academies
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As part of the 70  Anniversary celebrations, we are sharing the history of our beloved community.th

ELK GROVE SCHOOLS

Groundbreaking of Rupley Elementary
School, 1957.
Groundbreaking of Rupley Elementary
School, 1957.

Taking over for elementary school aged kids was Rupley Elementary which
opened in 1957 and is now the oldest school in Elk Grove Village. Rupley was
named for Centex Executive Vice President, Ira Rupley, whose company
planned and built Elk Grove Village in the 1950s and donated funds to build
the school. Despite its eight classrooms, Rupley was already too small when it
opened in November 1957. 

Elk Grove’s first school was Elk Grove Consolidated School, more popularly
known as Higgins School, located at the intersection of Higgins and Elmhurst
Roads. Built on property donated by Friedrich William Behrens, a wooden
one-room, single-teacher schoolhouse provided education to the
surrounding farmers’ children from 1897 until it burned down in 1899. It was
replaced with a brick structure a year later. 

The Elk Grove Village elementary students who reside on the west side of Route 53 are serviced by District 54. There
are two D54 elementary schools in Elk Grove Village: Stevenson Elementary and Link Elementary. The Elk Grove
Village middle school age students in District 54 attend Margaret Mead Junior High, which is ranked #33 in Illinois
middle schools, serving more than 600 seventh and eighth graders. Mead was named after Margaret Mead, an
anthropologist known for her studies of how culture influences the development of personality.

Through two different school districts - District 214 and District 211, Elk Grove Village has two high schools that serve
the community - James B. Conant High School (Conant) and Elk Grove High School (EGHS). High school students who
live west of I-290 attend Conant and students who live east of I-290 attend EGHS. Conant opened in 1964 and was
named after James Bryant Conant, a chemist, educator, and leading authority on teacher’s education.  

Elk Grove High School opened in 1966. EGHS jumped in attendance
from around 1,300 students in the 1985-86 school year to just over
2,200 for the 1987-88 school year following the closure of Forest
View High School. When EGHS opened its doors in 1966, the
leadership was under Principal Robert Haskell, who served until
1974 and is still honored today as the namesake of Haskell Stadium.
Currently, Elk Grove High School has an enrollment of 1,976
students, and it celebrates its 50th anniversary this year in 2026.

Two schools opened in the same area along Elk Grove Boulevard within a year of each other. Queen of the Rosary
Catholic School opened in 1959, then Grove Junior High School opened the following year in 1960. Grove Junior High
began with an initial student body of 450 led by Principal Jack Burns. From the beginning, Grove Junior High stood out
with excellent programs, particularly its award-winning jazz and concert band program which was led by Director
John Janusek from 1966-2009. Interestingly, for a time starting in 1965, there was a dual enrollment program where
students at Queen of the Rosary would spend the morning at either Grove or Queen of the Rosary, then switch to the
other in the afternoon.

Increased enrollment by 1925 prompted the construction of a larger, two
story brick building slightly to the west of the original site which became an
important community center thanks to the first floor auditorium. Following
the Second World War, Elk Grove Township saw a consolidation of its
various small schools into today’s District 59.

Queen of the Rosary Catholic School, 1960.Queen of the Rosary Catholic School, 1960.
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The Village, in collaboration with the Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook 
County (SWANCC), conducted a Recycling Cart Tagging Pilot Program on 400 
selected homes throughout the month of June, with an option for residents to 
opt-out. The purpose was to educate residents on what can and cannot be recycled 
in their curbside bin, in an effort to reduce contamination. Tags provided specific 
feedback on which, if any, unacceptable items were present. 
The Most Common Recycling Mistakes
We all have good intentions when we recycle, but attempting to recycle the wrong 
materials causes more harm than good. Throughout the program, plastic bags and 
plastic wrap were the most common types of contamination. Plastic bags and wrap 
accounted for more than half (53%) of all contamination observed. The second 
most common issue was bagged recyclables (recyclable materials placed inside 
plastic garbage bags). Not only do plastic bags (and everything inside them) end 
up in a landfill anyways, but they damage the machinery at the recycling sorting 
facility and prevent good recyclables from making it through. 
How to Help: Avoiding the Most Common Mistakes
1) Keep plastic bags and plastic wrap out of your curbside recycling cart. This includes plastic grocery bags, bubble wrap, chip bags, 
candy wrappers, and any other thin plastic materials.
2) Don’t use plastic bags to contain recyclables. Instead, empty your bag directly into the bin or opt for an open paper bag or 
cardboard box.
3) Use the “stretch test” for special recycling. If you can stretch a thin plastic with your thumb, it can be recycled 
through special drop-off bins located at the entrances of many major grocery stores. These bins accept plastic grocery 
bags, clean sandwich bags, and produce bags. Non-stretchable plastics like chip bags or candy wrappers are trash. 
For the full Recycling Cart Tagging Report, visit qrco.de/bgmNMu or scan the QR code. 
For more information on recycling guidelines and special recycling, visit elkgrove.org/recycling.

Insights from the Recycling Cart Tagging Program

http://www.qrco.de/bgmNMu
http://www.elkgrove.org/recycling
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Groot observes the  
following annual holidays: 

  New Years Day - Thu. 1/1/26 
  Memorial Day - Mon. 5/25/26 
  Fourth of July - Fri. 7/3/26

  Labor Day -  Mon. 9/7/26

  Thanksgiving - Thu. 11/26/26

  Christmas Day - Fri. 12/25/26

If these holidays fall on a weekday 
on or before your scheduled 
collection, service will be delayed 
by one day for the remainder of 
the holiday week. If the holiday 
falls on a Sunday, it will be  
observed on Monday. 

This month, we celebrate the strength and resilience of those who have overcome substance use 
disorder and support their recovery. If you are struggling with substance use disorder, let Elk 
Grove Village Cares help you on your recovery journey. Quitting is never easy, but you don’t have 
to face it alone. 
Please contact us at 847-357-4121 or visit our website at elkgrove.org/EGVCares to learn more.

September is National Recovery Month

National Coffee with a Cop Day
Join the Elk Grove Village Police Department 
at the 10th Annual National Coffee with a Cop 
Day on Wednesday, October 7, 2026. 
Come to McDonald’s (947 Meacham Rd.) from 
7 a.m. to 9 a.m. to meet and connect with our 
officers over a complimentary cup of coffee! 

www.elkgrove.org
www.elkgrove.org
http://www.elkgrove.org/EGVCares

